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Samson and Delilah. The story of an Italian painting 
 
 
Abstract 
 
Samson and Delilah, a 17th-century painting from the Neapolitan School, arrived at the 
Art Museum of Estonia in 1955 from the Estonian Embassy in Moscow. The painting 
was in such bad condition that the museum did not even register it as part of its 
collection. Due to its poor physical state, the work of art was neglected for decades by art 
historians. Extensive scientific research and conservation of the painting was begun only 
half a century later, in 2008, together with Italian specialists. In addition to the work 
carried out on the painting, an objective of the project was to give wider audiences an 
overview of the possibilities of conservation and technical art history, which resulted in 
an exhibition that covers the story of the study and conservation of the painting. 
 
The presentation is focused on the technical study of Samson and Delilah, and on the 
scientific discussion that led to the assumed date and attribution of the painting. In 
addition, the presentation contains an analysis of the opportunities and necessity for 
spreading such information among the broader public, i.e. providing “public access”.  
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