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Abstract 

 

Two family trees of the Danish Queen Dorothea and Christian III were 

painted in the second half of the 16th century and constitute a rare 

example of Danish painting technique related to canvas painting from 

this early period. During a recent copying of the paintings purposed for 

their original hanging at Sønderborg Castle in southern Jutland, a 

technical examination of the painting technique in the family trees was 

carried out. Analysis with infrared reflectography (IRR) revealed extensive 

underdrawings showing numerous alterations compared with the 

appearance of the final paint layers. The IRR also indicated that both a 

liquid and a dry material were used in the execution of the 

underdrawings. This presentation will discuss the findings in the 

underdrawings of the two family trees in relation to general techniques 

and materials utilized during this preliminary stage in the build-up of 16th 

century paintings and in relation to contemporary workshop practice.  
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